Fundraising Ireland and ICTR vote to merge into new organisation
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Two key organisations for the charity sector, Fundraising Ireland (FI) and ICTR, have
voted to merge into a single organisation which will be known as Charities Ireland. The
decision was taken at separate EGMs of both organisations held in Dublin on Friday, June
17th and followed extensive internal discussion by the two existing Boards and member
consultation.
The new merged entity which will continue the work of both outgoing organisations will
seek to provide a stronger platform to promote a positive environment for charities and
fundraising and focus on the needs and issues affecting fundraising charities, including
regulation, taxation and VAT. In addition it will represent the interests of the sector with
government, external agencies as well as engaging proactively with the media.
Commenting on the decision Lucy Masterson, CEO, FI and Sheila Nordon, CEO, ICTR
said: “Given the numerous issues facing charities following the impact of the economic
downturn and increased and much welcome regulation of the sector, it is necessary that
we develop the clearest and strongest possible voice for our sector. The merger of ICTR
and FI into a single entity to represent charities provides that voice.
“While both ICTR and FI have had very clear mission and aims and have done an
excellent job until now, combining the expertise of both organisations will deliver
increased effectiveness, which is essential if we are to respond positively to the many
opportunities and challenges ahead.”
A key aim of the new body will be to emphasise the positive impact of charities on those
in need, promote greater understanding of the tremendous contribution of the sector to
society and continue to foster excellence in fundraising practice and financial reporting.
“The establishment of Charities Ireland means that that government, media and the
general public now have a clear ‘go to’ contact point and a single, clear and convincing
voice for fundraising charities,” said Richard Dixon, newly elected Chairperson of
Charities Ireland.
The Board of the new body will include representation from both outgoing Boards plus
some external input, with an independent chairperson. All existing staff will transfer to
the new structure.
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